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The  fact  that  there  are  so  many  men  still  alive 
in  the  world  shows  that  it  is  based  not  on  the  force 
of  arms  but  on  the  force  of  truth  or  love.  Therefore 

the  greatest  and  most  unimpeachable  evidence  of 
the  success  of  this  force  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 

that,  in  spite  of  the  wars  of  the  world,  it  still  lives 
on. 

Thousands,  indeed  tens  of  thousands,  depend 

for  their  existence  on  a  very  active  working 
of  this  force.  Little  quarrels  of  millions  of 

families  in  their  daily  lives  disappear  before  the 
exercise  of  this  force.  Hundreds  of  nations  live  in 

peace.  History  does  not,  and  cannot,  take  note  of 

this  fact.  History  is  really  a  record  of  every  inter- 

ruption of  the  even  working  of  the  force  of  love 
or  of  the  soul.  Two  brothers  quarrel ;  one  of  them 

repents  and  re-awakens  the  love  that  was  lying 
dormant  in  him  ;  the  two  again  begin  to  live  in 

peace  ;  nobody  takes  note  of  this.  But,  if  the  two 
brothers,  through  the  intervention  of  solicitors  or 

some  other  reason,  take  up  arms  or  go  to  law — 
which  is  another  form  of  the  exhibition  of  brute 

force, — their  doings  would  be  immediately  noticed 

in  the  press,  they  would  be  the  talk  of  their  neigh- 
bours, and  would  probably  go  down  to  history. 

And  what  is  true  of  families  and  communities  is 
true  of  nations.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
there  is  one  law  for  families,  and  another  for 

nations      History,  then,  is  a  record  of  an  intorrnp- 
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tion  of  the  coursfe  of  nature.  Soul-force,  being 
natural,  is  not  noted  in  history. 

Reader  :  According  to  what  you  say,  it  is 
plain  that  instances  of  the  kind  of  passive  resistance 

are  not  to  hh  found  in  history,  It  is  necessary 
to  understand  this  passive  resistance  more  fully. 

It  will  be  better,  therefore,  if  you  enlarge  upon  it. 
Editor  :  Passive  resistance  is  a  method  of 

securing  rights  by  personal  suffering ;  it  is  the 
reverse  of  resistance  by  arms.  When  I  refuse  to 

do  a  thing  that  is  repugnant  to  my  conscience,  I 

use  soul-force.  For  instance,  the  government  of 
the  day  has  passed  a  iaw  which  is  applicable  to 
me.  I  do  not  like  it.  If,  by  using  violence,  I 
force  the  government  to  repeal  the  law,  I  am 

emyloying  what  may  be  termed  body-force.  If  I 
do  not  obey  the  law,  and  accept  the  penalty  for 
its  breach,  I  use  soul-force.  It  involves  sacrifice 
of  self. 

Everybody  admits  that  sacrifice  of  self  is 

infinitely  superior  to  sacrifice  of  others.  Moreover, 

if  this  kind  of  force  is  used  in  a  cause  that  is  unjust, 
only  the  person  using  it  suffers.  He  does  not  make 
others  suffer  for  his  mistakes.  Men  have  before  now 

done  many  things  which  were  subsequently  found 
to  have  been  wrong,  No  man  can  claim  to  be 

absolutely  in  the  right,  or  that  a  particular  thing  is 
wrong,  because  he  thinks  so,  but  it  is  wrong  for 

bim  so*  long  as  that  is    his  deliberate    judgment. 

; 
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It  is,  therefore,  meet  that  he  should  hot  do  that 

which  he  knows  to  be  wrong,  and  suffer  the 
consequence  whatever  it  may  be.  This  is  the 

key  to  the  use  of    soul-force. 

Reader  :  You  would  then  disregard  laws — 
this  is  rank  disloyalty.  We  have  always  been 

considered  a  law-abiding  nation.  You  seem  to  be 
going  even  beyond  the  extremists.  They  say  that 
we  must  obey  the  laws  that  have  been  passed,  but 
that,  if  the  laws  be  bad,  we  must  drive  out  the 

law-givers  even  by  force. 
Editor  :  Whether  I  go  beyond  them  or 

whethei- 1  do  not  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  to 
either  of  us.  We  simply  want  to  find  out  what  is 

right,  and  to  act  accordingly.  The  real  meaning 

of  the  statement  that  we  are  a  law-abiding  nation 
is  that  we  are  passive  resisters.  When  we  do  not 
like  certain  laws,  we  do  not  break  the  heads  of 

law-givers,  but  we  suffer  and  do  not  submit  to  the 
laws.  That  we  should  obey  laws  whether  good  or 

bad  is  a  new-fangled  notion.  There  was  no  such 
thing  in  former  days.  The  people  disregarded 
those  laws  they  did  not  like,  and  suffered  the 

penalties  for  their  breach.  It  is  contrary  to  our 
manhood,  if  we  obey  laws  repugnant  to  our 
conscience.  Such  teaching  is  opposed  to  religion, 
and  means  slavery.  If  the  government  were  to 

ask  ua  to  go  about  without  any  clothing,  should  we 

^0  so  ?    If  I  were  a  passive   resister,  I  would  say  to 


